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Palm Sunday really has too much going on to do 
justice to all of it:  Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem and, this year, Mark’s telling of the Passion 
narrative.  Already those two events in one celebration 
is more than enough to ponder.   

Even beyond that, Mark devotes five chapters out of 
sixteen to the events that lie between those two.  What 
are we to do with all that?  Five chapters for one week 
of Jesus’ life.  No wonder our heads start spinning! 

One way of putting things into perspective would be 
to accompany one character through the mysteries of 
this week.  That can give us some focus and organize 
the events in the context of how they might have 
affected a person that was there for them. 

One scene that Mark relates in his telling of Jesus’ last 
week before offering himself up for the life of the 
world takes place at midweek.  Jesus is at dinner at the 
home of Simon the leper.  A woman, whose name is 
not provided, but must have been known in the years 
to come, brings in a jar or precious, imported perfume 
that would have been worth thousands of dollars by 
today’s reckoning. 

Rather than ration out just enough for the job of 
anointing Jesus, she breaks the jar so that all the 
perfume within it is consumed in this one gesture of 
anointing the Lord’s anointed.  She has no reason to 
hold anything back. The perfume could not have been 
used for any better purpose.  The room would have 
been saturated with an aroma that many simple folks 
had rarely experienced; the oil would have dripped 
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from Jesus’ head to his beard, to his shoulders—all 
over him. 

Obviously, this was not an impulse she acted on 
without any prior experience.  Perhaps she saw Jesus 
enter Jerusalem humbly riding a donkey instead of a 
war horse.  Perhaps she had heard of the cleansing of 
the temple and understood that the infuriated 
authorities would never let that go unanswered.  
Maybe she had witnessed Jesus’ parable of the wicked 
tenants and his critique of the scribes. 

By the time he reclined at table with Simon and 
friends, the air around Jesus was permeated with an 
aura of danger—Jesus’ parable was coming to pass.  
The woman with the perfume understood what was 
happening and gave her all to prepare Jesus for what 
was about to occur.  She prepares him for his death. 

But she also makes a statement of faith that here, 
indeed, is the Lord’s anointed.  She did not make this 
gesture while he was at the height of his power, when 
the crowds were flocking to him, but when his fate 
was becoming even more obvious, the crowds more 
fickle. 

The anointing woman provides a counterpoint to all 
those who refused to believe in Jesus’ message, who 
failed to follow when it became a matter of life and 
death.  By pouring oil over him, she proclaimed her 
faith that God was working through this man who 
taught that love was the only law of life.  Her action 
spoke all she needed or could ever say. 
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What if we were to accept this woman’s invitation to a 
faith that goes beyond understanding; a costly faith 
that admits of no compromising, no hedging of bets, 
no thinking that we can try to shoehorn the events of 
this week into an already full life of all sorts of 
pursuits. 

I don’t believe I’ve ever heard a person say that they 
had really made time for letting Holy Week have its 
due, only to be disappointed when all was said and 
done.  There’s no better time to experience a moment 
of transformation in our faith life, than during the 
holiest week of the year.  I encourage you.  No, it’s 
more urgent than that.  Make room for the events of 
Holy Week.  There’s no better use of your precious 
time and attention. God always blesses the faith-works 
of those he loves.  Let’s put ourselves in line for it. 


